BEFORE THE
OIL & GAS COMMISSION
PAUL A. GRIM,

,

Appeal No. 750
Appellant,
ReVIew of Cluef's Order
2005-20

-vsDIVISION OF MINERAL RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT,
Appellee.

Appearances:

ORDER OF THE
COMMISSION GRANTING
JOINT MOTION FOR
CONSENT DECISION

John H. Pettonm, Counsel for Appellant Paul A. Gnm; Mark G. Bonaventura, ASSIStant
Attorney General, Counsel for Appellee DIVIsIon of Mineral Resources Management.

The Oil & Gas COillIlllssion has receIved and reVIewed the partIes' Consent
Agreement, and the ModificatIOn to Consent Agreement, and finds these Items well taken.
Accordmgly, the Conunission hereby ADOPrS the Consent Agreement, as modified.

There

bemg no outstanding Issues of law or fact, the Conunission hereby DISMISSES appeal no. 750,
WIth prejudice.

Date Issued:

~;;::z~.s:.1 006

~-C-h-al-rm-an-~
M. HOWARD PETRICOFF, Secretary

DISTRIBUTION:
John H. Pettonru (Via Fax: [740-954-8017] & Regular Mail)
Mark G. Bonaventura (Via Fax: [614-268-8871] & Regular Inter-Office Mail)
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DiviSIon of Mineral Resources Management ("DiVISIon"), and m order to settle the
Instant appeal shpulate to the followmg facts and conditIons.

FACTS:
Paul A. Gnm IS the "owner", as that term IS defined m R.c. 1509.01(K), of

the followmg oil and gas wells ("subJect wells") which are located m Falls Gore and
Ward 'IownshIps, Hockmg Cotmty, Ohio.
Perffilt No. 297
Perffilt No. 298
Perffilt No. 299
Perffilt No. 300
Perffilt No. 301
Permit No. 1239
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Now come the parhes, Appellant Paul A. Gnm ("Appellant") and Appellee

1.

! , ~!i~:

i

BozettNo.3
BozettNo.2
BozettNo.8
BozettNo.7
Starr No. 6
Grim-Kistler No.1

InspectIOns by the DiVISIon found the subject wells to be mcapable of

production; therefore, pursuant to RevIsed Code 1509.12 and RevIsed Code 1509.072(B),
these wells are reqUIred to be plugged and the well SItes restored If not placed mto

I

productIOn. As a result of these mspectIOns, ChIef's Order 2005-20 was Issued
ordenng Appellant to place the subject wells mto producbon or to plug the wells.
3.

The subject wells have not been plugged or placed mto producbon as

reqUIred by law

CONDITIONS:

4.

Pnor to pluggmg the wells by the bme set forth below, Paul A. Gnm shall

obtam permits from the Divlslon to plug the subject wells.
5.

Paul A. Grim shall plug the subject wells and restore theIr well sItes m

accordance with the requrrements of Oh1O's oil and gas laws. Paul A Gnm will plug
one well per month commencing ~ebruary, 2006 and endmg July, 2006. ExerCIsmg rus
best profess1Onai Judgment, Paul A. Gnm shall select the order of the wells to be
plugged. All well SItes shall be restored by the end of September, 2006.
6.

Paul A. Gnm agrees to pay $1500 as a penalty for vlOlatmg RevIsed Code

1509.12. However, the DiVIsIOn will waIve the penalty If Paul A. Gnm fully performs
all conruhons of trus Consent Agreement. If Paul A. Gnm fails to perform any
conditIOn of thIS Consent Agreement, a check made payable to DivIs10n m the amount
of $1500 shall be mailed to counsel for the Divis1On, three (3) days after failing to bmely
perform.
7.

In addit10n to the $1500 penalty, for each deadlme regardmg the pluggmg

of a well whIch IS not met and/ or for each deadlme regarding the restorahon of a well
SIte whIch IS not met, Paul A. Gnm shall pay $500 for each well whIch IS not plugged or
each well SIte which IS not restored as reqUIred by the above-establIshed deadlines. In
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addltlon, for each addltlOnal month or part of a month In whIch a deadlme for the
pluggmg of a well or restoratIon of a well sIte IS not met, Paul A. Gnm shall pay an
additIOnal $100 for each month or part of a month m whIch a deadline IS not met.
8.

Paul A. Gnm shall be responsible to follow-up at each well sIte to msure

full complIance with the reqUlrements of R.c. Chapter 1509 and OhIO AdIDlnlstratlve
Code Chapter 1501, mc1udmg but not limited to the establIshment of vegetative cover to
bmd the soil and prevent substantIal erosIOn. If necessary, Paul A. Gnm will reseed the
sItes until proper growth occurs.
9.

The schedule established by tills Consent Agreement IS based upon the

fact that, at the present tIme, there IS not eVIdence of contarrunahon, pollutIon or
substanhal erosion occ.urring. In the event, contarrunatIOn, pollutIon or substanhal
erOSIOn 15 discovered at any of the wells or well sites, the terms of thIS agreement for
that partIcular well or well site IS not applicable and Paul A. Gnm will take unmediate
achon to prevent future contarnmahon, pollutIOn or substantial eroSIOn and will take
requIred actions to remedlate any contarrunation, pollutIon or substantial eroSIOn whIch
has occurred.
10.

All work on the wells or well SItes shall be performed m a prudent and

workmanlike manner and

In

complIance with the reqUIrements of R.c. Chapter 1509

and Chapter 1501 of OhIO AdmInistratIve Code.

11.

Nothmg m tills Consent Agreement shall be construed so as to preJudice

the nght of the DIVISIon oJ Mineral Resources Management to Issue other deCISIOns and
orders to enforce the proVISIOns of R.c. Chapter 1509 and OhIO AdIDln. Code Chapter
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1501, mcludmg the seekmg of InJunctIve relIef and cIvil penaltIes for the failure to
comply WIth trus Consent Agreement.
12.

In the event of any default of the conditIons set forth herem, the DivislOn

may elect all remedIes It deems appropnate. Further, m the event of default, Paul A.
Gnm/Its officers, assIgns and succeSsorS-l11-mterest agree that, 111 any litlgatlOn brought
by the DiVIsIon to enforce trus Consent Agreement, venue shall be proper In the Court
of Common Pleas for Franklin County, OhIO.
13.

The mstant appeal IS dIsrrussed with prejudice.

/~t/A-PAUL A. GRIM
15104 State Route #328
Logan, Oruo 43138
(740) 385-9637

IO

H. PETTORINI, Esq.
AssIstant Attorney General
2045 Morse Rd.
BuildmgD-2
Columbus, OhIO 43229-6693
(614) 265-6870

P. . Box 71

nal Winchester, Ohio 43110
614) 837-5700
\

Counsel for Paul A. Gnm

Counsel for DiVlslOn
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MODIFICATION TO
CONSENT AGREEMENT
Now come the parties, Appellant Paul A. Gnm (" Appellant") and Appellee
DivISIOn of Mineral Resources Management ("DiVISIOn"), and through theIr counsel
agree to modify m wntmg the commencement and complenon dates set forth m
Paragraph 5 of the Consent Agreement. As modified, Paragraph 5 shall state:
5.
Paul A. Grim shall plug the subject wells and restore theIr well SItes
In accordance with the requrrements of OhIO'S oil and gas laws. Paul A
Gnm will plug one well per month commencing May, 2006 and ending
'October, 2006. Exercrslng ills best profeSSIOnal Juclgment, Paul A. Grim
shall select the order of the wells to be plugged. All\well sites shall be
restored by the end of October, 2006.

Per Telephone Authonzanon 4/24/06
JOHN H. PETTORINI, Esq.
P.O. Box 41
Ashville, Ohio 43103
(740) 954-8017
Counsel for Paul A. Gnm

~:;·AttOr!~G~~

.

2045 Morse Rd.
Building D-2
Columbus, Oillo 43229..6693
(614) 265-6870
Counsel for DiVISIon

